
















Training people for the circular economy



Who was involved?



Changing usual
practices and 

behaviours

Social Innovation

Reducing 
the Carbon footprint,

the use of natural resources

Circular Economy

Construction sector

WPT2

BLUEPRINT 
PROJECT



The Training Programme – 20 modules

• Intro to the Greener Economy (intro module)

• Skills and Opportunities in the circular econ

• CVs for Jobs in the Greener Economy

• Promote, Share and Sell

• Business Basics – CE diagnostic tools

• Circular Economy, what is it? (intro module)

• CE in the construction industry

• Territorial Strategy Development

• Bases of industrial and territorial ecology

• Focus on urban development, deconstruction

• Major challenges of the circular economy

• Environment, déchets et sociétés

• Anthropology of waste: status and waste recovery

• History of public waste from 1975 to today

• Technicien.ne Valoriste Reemploi

• Initiation à la terre

• Fresque des déchets

• Economie sociale et solidaire, Animer le réseau de 
son entreprise ESS d’EC

• Economie sociale et solidaire, Pitcher son projet EC 
dans l'ESS auprès des financeurs

• Réemploi de D3E



The Training Programme module aspects

Introduction
to the 

Circular 
Economy

Sector specific 
–

Construction, 
deconstruction, 

ecology

Strategy

Skills, CVs
and Jobs

Historic 
context

Topic specific 

–
Materials, 

wood, 
furniture, food



How were they delivered?

Online

In person

Tutor Led Moodle
Self paced Moodle

Bespoke module / video
Guided Moodle



To who?

Disadvantaged

Non-
disadvantaged

Not in work for 6 months, not secondary educated, 
over 50, single adult with dependents

Students in higher education, employees in low 
skilled work, early years middle management

1,300

700



The Circular Economy Learners

73%

23%

4%

DISADVANTAGED

In person Online Mixed media

92%

7% 1%

NON DISADVANTAGED

In person Online Mixed media



The Circular Economy Learners

73%

23%

4%

DISADVANTAGED

In person Online Mixed media

92%

7% 1%

NON DISADVANTAGED

In person Online Mixed media

6971,302



Learner Feedback and Comments

The content was 
great and the course 

was well run

Training was such a real 
opener into sustainability  

for the construction industry 
and a quest to recycle 

everyday items is  a real 
reminder of the importance 

of taking part in effective 
recycling of food items in the 

home.

A great thought 
provoking class

Really enjoyable 
class, conducted 

by an expert!

Thoroughly 
enjoyed the 

course and gave 
me inspiration I learned a 

new skill -
thank you.

It was a very interesting 
instructive morning.  

I would recommend it.



Next steps for our Learners and the Social Enterprises

✓Leaving a BLUEPRINT legacy

✓Securing work placements, volunteering opportunities and jobs

✓Enabling the Social Enterprises to continue to access and use the training programme 
modules to support learners

✓Academic reflection and Local Authorities taking the endeavour forward



Thanks for listening

Any questions?





























Introduction

Gabriella Asara – Senior Circular Economy Officer, Essex County Council

Hannah Ramsey-Smith – Sustainability and Resilience Manager, Essex County Council

Rembrandt Koppelaar – Head of Circular Economy, EcoWise

WP1 
Local authorities and the circular 

economy



Agenda

1. Background

2. Research and data collection

3. Collaboration and innovation

• BLUEPRINT Model

• Circulates

• Local authority training

4. Lessons learnt 

5. Legacy

WP1 
Local authorities and 
the circular economy



Research and data 
collection



Tools for local 
authorities from 
our research

Circular Economy Futures Analysis
https://projectblueprint.eu/report/waste-flow-circular-
solutions

Circular Economy Solutions Library
https://projectblueprint.eu/solutions

Circular Economy Project Development 
Templates
https://projectblueprint.eu/report/project-
development-document-template

Changing Behaviours research
https://projectblueprint.eu/model/changing-behaviours

What does a Circular 
Economy look like?

What Circular 
Economy Solutions 

are there?

How can we get there 
by changing people’s 

behaviours?

How can we propose a 
new circular economy 

intervention?

https://projectblueprint.eu/report/waste-flow-circular-solutions
https://projectblueprint.eu/solutions
https://projectblueprint.eu/report/project-development-document-template
https://projectblueprint.eu/model/changing-behaviours


Collaboration and 
Innovation





The 
BLUEPRINT 
to a Circular 

Economy
Model

Local 
authority 

workshops
3

Partner 
workshops

3

Procurement 
working 
group

ECC, BHCC &
KCC

ReLondon 
Procurement 

training

BLUEPRINT 
Baselining 

Activity 

Critical 
friends

Project 
findings, 

recommendat
ions and 
research

Waste 
Strategy for 

Essex 
Engagement 



Circulates Tool

https://projectblueprint.eu/theblueprint
https://circulates.co.uk/

How can we better plan, monitor 
& evaluate a circular economy?

https://projectblueprint.eu/theblueprint
https://circulates.co.uk/


Local authority training sessions

35 Local Authorities



Local 
authority 
training 
sessions



Lessons learnt



The local authority training sessions

• Having oversight of the whole organisation

• Engagement with leaders

• Embed CE across departments

• Time to process and apply the concepts

• Lack of resources for smaller LAs and suppliers

• Create more opportunities for involvement and 

networking

• Follow up over time

Lessons learnt  

The BLUEPRINT Model

• No French local authority partner

• Widely accepted terminology

• Coordinating with a vast number 

of stakeholders



Legacy



Legacy



Read on…
projectblueprint.eu



Thank you 

Gabriella Asara – Senior Circular Economy Officer, Essex County Council

Hannah Ramsey-Smith – Sustainability and Resilience Manager, Essex County Council

Rembrandt Koppelaar – Head of Circular Economy, EcoWise

blueprint.project@essex.gov.uk

mailto:blueprint.project@essex.gov.uk




Don’t despair, just repair 



The impact of 
throwaway 
electronics  



E-Waste

The fastest growing waste 
stream in the world



hidden impacts

materialsmatter.eu





What this means

What’s stopping us 
repairing our stuff? 



Access to repair



Community 
Repair

Restart Parties make electronic 
repair social and accessible and 

…fascinating 

We support repair groups 
across the UK and beyond



Fixing Factories

2 pilots: 

Brent waste facility  will 
repair laptops for donation 

to people without digital 
access

Camden high street
Community hub for small 

electrical repairs

Next: Making the case for 
scaling up 



Restarters.net

A platform for the repair 
community to: 

● Coordinate
● Log repair data
● Share tips
● Host & promote events



400
events

Impact: London Restart network

7,575 kg
waste prevented

137,097 kg
CO2 emissions prevented

6,947
participants

10,680 
hours volunteered



Repair 
Directory

> 300 reliable 
repair 

businesses 
across London 

Londonrepairs.org



Laptop Donation directory 

… and coordination

Map of 
grassroots 

groups that  
refurb devices 
to donate for 
digital access. 

Next: Develop 
support 
network 



Fixfest

A regular global gathering 
of repairers and tinkerers, 

activists, policy-makers, 
thinkers, educators and 

companies. 

Next: Fixfest UK, Cardiff in 
June 2023

(in planning) 



therestartproject.org

restartproject              

fiona@therestartproject.org    



2009-22  Freegle UK Co-Founder and Media Director 
2010-22  Environment Rep Brighton Third Sector network
2012-22  Brighton Waste House 
2013-22  Reuse Depot Founder and Operative 
2014-22  City Council Reuse contractor Brighton & Hove
2016-20  Tech Takeback Co-Founder
2018-22  Oceans8Brighton Female Plastic Waste Collective 
2020-22  Planet Brighton Climate Emergency 

Hub Co-Founder
Freegle FREE SHOP

@ThisIsFreegle
@CityReuseDepot
@WasteHouse 

“It’s not waste until you waste it” 
Cat Fletcher     

@Freegle
@CityReuseDepot



The 
world consumes 

45-60 billion tonnes 
of raw materials 

every year.

(2010 data published 2012)



What’s Freegle?                   www.ilovefreegle.org

• FREE Giving Locally Easily since 2009

• UK network of 500 reuse groups

• “Online dating for unwanted stuff” 

• 4 million members 

• 1,000 volunteers

• ~1,000 tonnes reused monthly around UK

• Anything legal can be freegled (passed on for repair, reuse, upcycling)

• Fulfils government and EU directive to work at top of waste hierarchy

• www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-prevention-programme-for-england (Dec 2013)

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-prevention-programme-for-england


What gets freegled?



Communications Toolkit for Councils       www.ilovefreegle.org/councils

We supply bespoke and 
generic assets and support 
make it easy for councils to 
target and respond to:

*Bulky-waste enquiries
*Fly-tipping areas
*Financially challenged 
citizens
*Residents, small businesses 
and community groups
*Special housing areas
*Seasonal needs
*Climate Change challenges

http://www.ilovefreegle.org/councils




Mapping data to help councils measure and 
manage waste prevention.

https://www.ilovefreegle.org/stats/heatmap

Zoom in and see where reuse 
activity is happening (or not!) in 
your local area.

Measure outcomes of campaigns.

Find areas to target to promote 
reuse.

Compare with other council areas.



Case studies – partnerships with councils

https://www.ilovefreegle.org/councils/why

https://www.ilovefreegle.org/councils/why


Case studies – partnerships with councils

Shortlisted for 
2021 LARAC AWARD 

for 
Best Partnership!



https://www.ilovefreegle.org/stats/authorities

https://www.ilovefreegle.org/stats/authorities


Hove Town Hall 2014

138 tonnes REUSE of council’s unwanted goods

Directly benefitting 250+ locals (organisations ,businesses, artists etc)

SAVINGS council £35k against cost of disposal

creating £150k economic value back into the local area

62 tonnes carbon offset



100,000 square metre building





"The statistics provided are one of the biggest benefits to us 
partnering with Freegle as reuse is notoriously difficult to 
measure. The statistics show the impact of our investment, 
whether it's carbon, money, waste etc. and enables us to 
validate the investment."
Andrew Jenkins, Waste Promotions Lead Officer, 
Buckinghamshire 

"Local Freegle communities have been active within our 
community for several years now and as a local authority we 
felt compelled to support and encourage them. There are 
some excellent examples of reuse already happening within 
the groups. The fact that residents can pass on a range of 
useful resources such as furniture, clothing or children's toys, 
means that those in our community who are most in need, get 
to access such items for no cost."
Cathryn Wood, Senior Sustainability & Resilience Officer, Essex 
County Council



Brighton 

Waste House
Europe’s first public 

building built with waste 
sourced via FREEGLE on a 
zero waste construction 

site.

Opened in June 2014.

90% materials used for 
construction were diverted 

from the bottom of the
waste hierarchy.

Built by students, 
professionals, apprentices 

and volunteers
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/research-and-enterprise/feature/brighton-waste-house.aspx

https://www.brighton.ac.uk/research-and-enterprise/feature/brighton-waste-house.aspx


Construction and the operation of buildings – U.K.

Consumes 60% of all materials
Results in 33% of all waste

Accounts for 45% of CO2eq emissions 
For all 2019 data, see: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/784263/UK_Statistics_on_Waste_statistical_notice_Mar
ch_2019_rev_FINAL.pdf

Why build out 
of waste?

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/784263/UK_Statistics_on_Waste_statistical_notice_March_2019_rev_FINAL.pdf


#WASTE16 

Combined normal building materials with 

experimental inclusion of unrecyclable 

and other commonly discarded goods. 

A test bed of innovation.

We did do something better than burn 

and bury obsolete stuff and discards.



2015: Crowdfunded to buy 6 shipping containers
2020: 12 shipping containers (3 locations)

2022: 5 shipping containers –given up trying to 
formally operate in Brighton & Hove!







Supply materials to Glastonbury Arts Festival
and

other artists and projects

Supply materials 
to 

Design students



30 days of pop-up Tech-Takeback shops since 2016-2019 in Brighton & Hove
9.5 tonnes WEEE: waste electronic and electrical equipment received 

Funding provides free data-wiping for donated goods
Increases participation (safety, security, peace of mind)

Tech-Takeback donates reusable data-wiped goods to good causes
Remainder is stored for: redistribution, dismantling, hyper-recycled, remanufactory, recycling or upcycling



PLANET BRIGHTON
PROPOSED COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT HUB

B&H City Council has provided funding to develop the project

to host
Reuse Depot | The Green Centre  | Repair Café | Food Waste projects | Upcycling workshops | Tech Takeback

2022 update: only own 5 shipping containers now –
given up trying to do this in Brighton & Hove!



https://recycleforgreatermanchester.com/renew/

REUSE
on an 

Industrial Scale 
is possible!

https://recycleforgreatermanchester.com/renew/


WEEKLY FREEGLE FREE SHOP in 
Brighton City Centre

2020-present

• Easy
• Regular
• On High Street
• Fills ‘charity shop’ gap 
• The ONLY rules: No drugs, No guns, No animals
• Unintentional benefit – combatting loneliness
• Opportunity for ‘soft’ education around waste, circular 

economy, other local projects

Monthly Stats
Over 1,200 unique ‘customers’ 
Over 1 tonne of stuff donated and redistributed

• Full details: https://www.ilovefreegle.org/communityevent/159365

https://www.ilovefreegle.org/communityevent/159365


The 
world consumes 

45-60 billion tonnes 
of raw materials 

every year.

(2010 data published 2012)



The world now consumes 

100 billion tonnes 
of raw materials 

every year.

(2018 data published 2020 )
https://www.circularity-gap.world/



To create Circular Economies, Cut Carbon and Reduce Poverty around the UK we need to get a whole lot better at REUSE.

Freegle has been at the forefront of grass-roots reuse for over a decade.

Contact: Natalie Ibbott | Freegle Councils & Partnerships  councils@ilovefreegle.org
Cat Fletcher | Freegle Media Director media@ilovefreegle.org

mailto:councils@ilovefreegle.org
mailto:media@ilovefreegle.org


A-Round: Brighton and Hove -
Embedding the circular economy 

within education…

BLUEPRINT Closing Conference March 2023

Claire Potter







sharing / leasing systems 

local manufacture / remanufacture

deposit return schemes

designing for disassembly

repairable products

buying / specifying  secondhand

choosing / creating  longevity

minimising energy use

zero waste…?

waste = food

biological / technical systems

zero carbon systems



So why is it important 
to connect all these 
elements together?



- Social media
- School strikes
- Peer to peer education
- Brands becoming 

more ‘eco’
- Concern for their 

future…
- Which needs a more 

integrated and holistic, 
earlier environmental 
education. 



Imagine if we could 
empower ALL ages 

with circularity 
knowledge – and not 

just the lucky few?



Circular Schools Project -
Five focus areas in 4 
Schools, covering:

- Textiles
- Technology
- Food
- Composting
- Plastics

258+ students engaged

BLUEPRINT Brighton + Hove Pt1



What happened 
next?



be accessible online weekly so it can be fitted into any school day

have a pick 'n' mix combination of short videos,  activities and lessons

feature downloadable assets for use in class

include at home activities as well as in school tasks

cover themes of 'plastic', 'stuff' (textiles, electronics and products), 'food'

and 'climate change' 

feature expert-led content in each theme

showcase related projects and locations in Brighton and Hove  

seek to help ease climate anxiety through education and action

be suitable for ALL ages - each topic will feature 3 levels per week that can

be interchanged by the school based on what students need 

Following our recent survey on what is needed for the development of

sustainable education across the city, we are now  seeking 10 pilot schools

across all key stages to trial a brand new, 10 week multi-media module for the

Autumn '22 term.  

The new BLUEPRINT Circular Schools project module will:

pilot  sign-up is now OPEN!  circul ar  school scircul ar  school s

To secure  your space on the

BLUEPRINT Circular Schools Project  or

to discuss the module, p lease contact

project  lead, Claire Potter:

claire@clairepotterdesign.com

by 31st  July 2022 

THE 

Schools invited to participate:

- All Key Stages invited to 
initial survey, then pilot. 

- 10 School Survey 
responses

- 8 School sign-ups
- Sept –Dec 2022



- BLUE PRINT Brighton + 
Hove Pt2 (10 Schools 
across all Key stages)

- A-Round: Brighton & 
Hove

- A guided 10- week, 
multi-media online 
resource for schools

- Intro the the Circular 
Economy plus four, 
two-week subjects : 
Plastic, Food, Stuff and 
Climate



Weekly content:

- Video intro to subject

- Local Circular Hero video

- Presentations (level 1/2/3)

- Discussion data (class 

surveys)

- Further exploration
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PUTTING THE ‘RS’ LIKE REUSE INTO CONTEXT
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- 1 School completed all the project as designed with 60 students

- 1 School completed the project in their own way with 20 students 
(and also with staff) 

- Two other schools also noted they would use the resources later in 
the year



All subjects showed an 
increase in positive 
behaviourchange, plus an 
increase in engagement 
and empowerment.

 
80.4%

 
19.6%

 
100%

Q: Do we feel positive about the
ways we can reduce the amount
of plastic we use? And don't
forget, these can be small
reductions as they all add up! 

yes! 

no!
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PLASTIC... 

 
77.6%

 
22.4%

 
100%

Q: Do we feel positive about the
ways we can reduce the amount
of food waste we create? And
don't forget, these can be small
reductions as they all add up!

yes! 

no!
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FOOD... 

 
82.5%

 
17.5%

 
100%

Q: Do we feel positive about the
ways we can reduce the amount
of stuff we use and consume? And
don't forget, these can be small
reductions as they all add up!

yes! 

no!
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STUFF... 

 
84.3%

 
15.7%

 
100%

Q: Do we feel positive about the
ways we can do to help climate
change? And don't forget, these
can be small reductions as they
all add up

yes! 

no!
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CLIMATE... 



All students polled (60) 
agreed that the project had 
allowed them to understand 
the circular economy in their 
own way

 
100%

Q: Has this project helped you understand
different elements of the circular economy
and how it relates to our city?

yes! 

no!

WRAP UP... 



Downs View Link College also stated that A-Round: Brighton & Hove helped their

students successfully run in-college projects, included a Swap Shop and an Eco

Shop called Clean & Green, which have been ‘a tremendous outcome for

the participants.’

‘It helped them to find their voice (voices which are often excluded or not

listened to in the same way of young people without additional needs)’

QUOTES:



100 page full report 
being finalized and will 
be published soon…

(includes thoughts on 
next steps for project)





Keep in touch!
And any 

questions? 

www.clairepotterdesign.com

www.sussex.ac.uk 

www.onecircular.world

claire@clairepotterdesign.com / cp303@sussex.ac.uk

@clairepotterdesign / @onecircularworld

@clairejpotter

http://www.onecircular.world/
mailto:claire@clairepotterdesign.com
mailto:cp303@sussex.ac.uk












#LettersToKen

https://www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk/kaptat/write







Tracking progress
Over 200,000 students engaged and counting…









There are more 
than 32,000 schools 
and over 10 
million students in the 
UK



THANKS FOR LISTENING!

@kidsagainstplastic

@kidsvplastic

www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk

hello@kidsagainstplastic.co.uk



Education and Circular Economy

Normandy Agency for Biodiversity and Sustainable Development



know to act
by contributing to the 

development, pooling and 
popularization of knowledge 

on biodiversity and 
sustainable development.

support those facing 
challenges

by leading networks of specific 
actors, by providing advice and 

assistance in carrying out 
projects, by experimenting. 

create links
between all the actors of the 

territory, communities, 
companies, higher education, 

research, associations, etc.

inspire to amplify
by creating decision-

making tools and 
promoting regional 

feedback.

PResentation of the ANBDD
our PUBLIC  : professionals



sustainable development accompanying

Valorisation

themes & methodswhat we do

THEMES

methods

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

ONE HEALTH

MOBILITY

CLIMATE CHANGE

SOILS

2030 AGENDA & 17 
GOALS

CHANGE 
MANAGEMENT

PARTICIPATION

TRANSVERSALITY



the Circular economy at the anbdd

A community of 
professionals working to 

improve the circular 
economy in Normandy. 

More than 1 000 
organisations. 

Improve relationships 
between research and 

professionals. 

what we do

Train local authorities
in the integration of recycled 

materials in public works.

what we do

Support the 
development of new 

skills.

what we do

Train teachers and 
students to increase the 

understanding of CE.

what we do

Increase knowledge and 
change practices and 

behavior in the construction 
sector.

Train PhD students to 
increase their understanding 

of circular economy and 
facilitate their entry into the 

job market.

Enable local authorities to 
accelerate the circular and 
equip social enterprises wit 

skills to deliver circular 
economy training.



BLUEPRINT and circular economy education

“Circular economy in the construction industry”

Increase the understanding of circular economy in higher education.main goal

Train participants to learn the basics of what circular economy is 
all about !

2 types of training courses :

“Circular economy: what’s that?”

Introduction and discussion between participants.1

Knowledge of the fundamental principles of the circular 
economy.2

Feedback from a professional regarding the transformation 
of its organization business model.3

Participants projects themselves and imagine the 
developments they could bring to their sector of activity.4

Participants write and objective on a post-it that we send 
back to them after a month to stimulate them in the 
transition to act.

5

Train participants to learn how circular economy principles apply 
in the construction sector.

Introduction and discussion between participants.1

Exchanges on the difficulties regarding the development of 
circular economy in the construction sector.2

Feedbacks  from several professionals regarding difficulties 
mentioned and the levers implemented to lift them.3

Participants write and objective on a post-it that we send 
them back after a month to stimulate them in the transition 
to act.

4



BLUEPRINT and circular economy education

Each training course can be 
organized independently.

Both training courses have been created in order to be 
interactive, participatory and engaging !

Feedbacks from participants 

These are not simple presentation but animated moments to create a 
positive emulation around the subject !

what we provide

Resources at your disposal

An animation sheet with the common thread of the course 
and advice for animators.

1

A support for animation on the day.

2

A support completed with resources to send to participants.

3

90  persons trained

6 sessions organized 
across Normandy

“Inspirational and positive training”

“Very 
positive”

“The term circular economy is much clearer to me 
and comforts me in the idea of acting for a better 

future together!”

“Thank you for the originality!”



Thank you for listening !

Jarno Deguy

Circular Economy and Climate 
Change Adaptation Officer
ANBDD
jarno.deguy@anbdd.fr

Mathilde Berder

Circular Economy and 
Sustainable Development/SDGs 
Strategies
ANBDD
mathilde.berder@anbdd.fr

Do you have any questions ? 

mailto:jarno.deguy@anbdd.fr
mailto:mathilde.berder@anbdd.fr




Education 
Successes

 Fox’s Waste Adventure Booklets: waste 
reduction and recycling education

 Target Audience: Primary and 
Secondary School Students

 Well-received Resource: teachers 
engaged with it in various ways

 Additional Workshops: offered 
workshops to schools that received the 
activity booklets

 Fox Video Series: brought the booklets 
to life 

 Pupils recognised Fox: the character 
has the potential to become a local 
recycling and waste education ‘mascot’



Impact

 Materials offered to 17 primary 
schools and 2 secondary schools

 Nearly 6000 students reached

 Waste workshops delivered to 2 
schools and many community 
events

 Promoted via other PECT 
BLUEPRINT SHIFT pilots: Waste 
Less Wards school engagement 

 Fox Booklet Legacy: Education Hub 
in Peterborough using Fox resources 

 PECT BLUEPRINT Education 
Legacy: Lesson plans and activities 
focused on waste reduction and 7Rs. 



Activity

 Take some time to explore the 
Fox's Waste Adventure booklet

 Next, think of an activity that a 
teacher or tutor could utilise to 
extend the learning from the 
booklet.

 E.g. this activity could be related 
to the general concept of the 
booklet, or an extension of a 
particular activity.



Feedback & 
Questions



Thank you!

 PECT Website: find out more at 
www.pect.org.uk

 PECT Blueprint Team Emails: email 
education@pect.org.uk with any 
queries

 Thank you for joining our breakout 
room today! We hope you enjoyed it 

http://www.pect.org.uk/
mailto:education@pect.org.uk




HOW CAN WE ENGINEER A CIRCULAR ECONOMY?

RAEng Prof  Dr  David Greenfield FMCIM, FRSA, CEnv

Founder and Managing Director – SOENECS

Co-founder and Managing Director – Tech-Takeback

Founding partner and Urban Miner – etsaW 

Vice President – Circular Economy Club and Institute



THE NEED FOR 

CHANGE 



75% of the 

infrastructure that will 

be in place by 2050 

does not exist yet.

Global Infrastructure Basel 2015

“80% of all environmental 

costs are predetermined 

during the conception and 

design phase of an 

infrastructure project”

Design Council Report 2014



LESS TALK MORE 

ACTION



WHAT WILL BE NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT A CIRCULAR ECONOMY?



GOVERNMENT 

AND LOCAL 

POLICY AND 

INTERVENTIONS



Origins of the circular economy movement

1970/90s

Research from Walter Stahel 
(closed loops) and 

McDonough/Braungart (cradle 2 
cradle)

2010

Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
(EMF)

2012

First McKinsey report of  the 
economic opportunity

2012

Circular Economy Club (CEC)

2015

European Union Circular 
Economy Package

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (SDG’s)

2018

UK 25 Year Environmental Plan 
UK Waste and Resources Strategy



DEFRA RESOURCES AND WASTE 
STRATEGY FOR ENGLAND 

The strategy sets out how HM Government will:

• preserve our stock of  material resources by minimising 

waste, promoting resource efficiency and moving towards 

a circular economy

• minimise the damage caused to our natural environment 

by reducing and managing waste safely and carefully

• deal with waste crime



RELONDON (UNITED KINGDOM)



2020 TOWER HAMLETS SPD



BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY COUNCIL (UNITED KINGDOM)
Mission: We want to empower the city to end linear wasteful 

practices, do more with less and achieve carbon neutrality through 

facilitating a change to a circular mindset.

Vision: Our vision is for our city to become a global frontrunner 

where circular economy practices and principles are embraced by 

all, as a route to fighting climate change.

• By 2030, reduce consumption of primary raw materials in the city 

(minerals, fossils, timber and metals) by 50% and replace with 

secondary raw materials.

• By 2030, achieve a reuse and recycling rate of 50% for municipal 

materials

• By 2030, have a net zero carbon city.

• By 2035, by working with partners, attract investment of over 

£100 million in circular economy activity within the Greater 

Brighton Area.

• By 2035, by working with public sector partners, ensure that 75% 

of external, priority area, public sector spend will be on circular 

products and services, with 50% with local suppliers.



West Midlands Combined Authority 

Circular Economy Routemap



THE LIFECYCLE OF CONSTRUCTION 

3/3/2023 162



BUSINESS MODEL 1: CIRCULAR 

SUPPLIES

The ambition of  the circular 
model is to keep resources in 

circulation for as long as possible. 

This means replacing scarce 
resources with fully renewable, 

recyclable or biodegradable inputs, 
thereby reducing resource 

consumption, waste and the 
depletion of  non-renewable 

resources. 



THE WIND TREE



THE SOLAR ROAD - WATTWAY



GROWING 

UNDERGROUND
• Use of  abandoned space

• Increased rental

• Uniqueness

• Local authority food production



THE SPHERICAL FLEXIBLE PACKAGING 

CAN ALSO BE USED FOR OTHER 

LIQUIDS INCLUDING WATER, SOFT 

DRINKS, SPIRITS AND COSMETICS, 

AND OUR PROPRIETARY MATERIAL IS 

ACTUALLY CHEAPER THAN PLASTIC.

NOTPLA



BMW I Vision Circular



BMW I VISION 

CIRCULAR



BUSINESS MODEL 2: RESOURCE RECOVERY

Create a closed-loop system with a cradle-to-cradle or integrated closed-
loop system. 

Eliminate material leakage from the production cycle. Reduced material 
leakage usually translates into cost savings and increased efficiency, which 

is interesting for any company. 



BIOBEAN



MARINATEX

https://www.dezeen.com/2019/11/15/marinatex-lucy-hughes-james-dyson-award-design/


THE BRIGHTON 

WASTE HOUSE



Over time, extending product life through 

proper care and repair reduces the need for 

people to buy more. 

This leads to avoiding CO2 emissions, 

waste output and water usage.

BUSINESS MODEL 3:

PRODUCT LIFE 
EXTENSION 



IN 2020, TECH-TAKEBACK 
AND THE ZERONET JOINED 
FORCES WITH BRIGHTON & 
HOVE CITY COUNCIL AND 

RECYCLE YOUR 
ELECTRICALS TO OFFER 

BRIGHTON AND HOVE 
RESIDENTS A NEW SERVICE:



A O N E -S TO P -S H O P F O R T H E LONGEST-LASTING

& M O S T SUSTAINABLE P RODUCT S O N T H E PLANET.

PROPRIETARY RESEARCH FINDS  

THE "BEST IN SHOW " PRODUCTS:

1.Using the best materials?

2. The most durable/fixable?

3. Backed by independent reviews?

4. Ethical & as sustainable as possible?

5. Offering the best aftercare?

M A K I N G S US TA I N A B L E S H O P P I N G A C C E S S IB LE + C O N V E N I E N T + AT TR A C T IV E



MAKING BETTER USE OF 

PRODUCTS BY SHARING THEM –

TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE USED 

MORE OFTEN AND BY MORE 

PEOPLE

BUSINESS MODEL 4:

SHARING 
PLATFORMS

https://simapro.com/2016/five-ways-to-circular-economy-and-ca-sharing-platforms/



FREEGLE



FOOD WASTE

OLIO

TOOGOODTOGO

KARMA



BUSINESS MODEL 5: 

SERVITIZATION

SHIFT FROM OFFERING 

PHYSICAL PRODUCTS 

TO OFFERING SERVICES, 

OR A COMBINATION OF 

THE TWO



NUWARDROBE



https://einsteinandjones.com/2016/03/14/the-trend-servitization-these-10-companies-lead-the-way/



CIRCULAR ECONOMY CLUB
280 Chapters  |  5 Continents  |  over 8,000 members  | over 500 volunteers



THE CEI 

CERTIFICATES

Use 172cei to get a 10% 

discount on all certificates



THANK YOU FOR 

LISTENING 

QUESTIONS AND 

DISCUSSION

Twitter: @CircularEClub

Twitter: @CircularEClubLDN

Insta: Circular_Economy_club_ldn

CircularEClubLondon@gmail.com

@DrResources

davidg@soenecs.co.uk

mailto:CircularEClubLondon@gmail.com
mailto:davidg@soenecs.co.uk


Stronger Together 

Deb Lee



The power of us
Individually, social enterprise within the circular 
economy are wonderful, collectively they are 
helping to create a kind, inclusive and sustainable 
world



1. Intro
Quick overview:

➔ In an ideal world…
SEEE’s  vision and what we want to 
achieve

➔ Wow
Our inspiration…

➔ Let’s go!
Making a difference together





What % of businesses are 
led by women?



6% FTSE 100
16% SMEs
45% of SEs
(59% in East of England)



3 pillars:
Empower with skills & 

knowledge 
Promote - raise the profile
Connect with each other 

and decision makers



2. Examples

➔ So what?
Why do SEs need to be connected?

➔ Where is it working?
Our inspiration!.



Shared Goals
Place based collaborative 
partnerships allow enterprises 
working towards the same 
outcomes, eg tackling 
homelessness or poverty to 
create a strategic ecosystem 
that has more impact, perhaps 
sharing resources, skills and 
knowledge or increasing an 
individual organisation’s voice 
or capacity to fulfill supply 
chain opportunities.









The Norwich Upcycling 
Exchange
An online facility to turn waste into resource .





How can you come together 
for the benefit of your 
community?

https://translate.google.com/community








Circular economy 

Why should local authorities care ? 
What can they do about it?

Pauline Metivier

02/03/2022
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A future without waste 
where the way we make, consume and dispose of stuff 

actively tackles the climate crisis and protects our planet.



What do you think has the strongest impact on climate change 
globally ?

Energy Productsor ?



What do you think has the strongest impact on climate change ?

45%

55%

Energy Products

Global greenhouse gas emissions in 2010 (EMF)
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This affects our ability to live comfortably 
and safely on our planet…



A circular economy is 
one in which stuff is 
kept in use for as long 
as possible, delivering 
the highest value it can, 
for as long as it can. 
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How circular is our economy today?
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Over 1/3 
of food produced to supply 

London is lost or wasted. 
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80% 
of household items are used 

less than once per month
in the UK
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60% of European offices are not used

even in working hours
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54% of demolition materials in 

Europe is landfilled 



515,000
potential jobs in 
London circular 

economy by 2030

Potential to grow 
from £11bn to 

£24.2bn 
GVA by 2030
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What can local authorities do?



Urban policy levers for 
circular economy 
transitions 

Ellen MacArthur Foundation



Greater London Authority 
and

33 independent 

‘boroughs’ (municipalities)

9 million residents

Area is 10 times bigger than Paris



CASE STUDY 
Meet the Cities

Circular construction innovators meet City of London and 
Westminster City Councils

219

Highlights

• 17 circular businesses matched to 8 large 

construction businesses and 5 local authority 

departments

• 80% of attendees identified the potential for 

collaborations



• 3 new contracts 
following ReLondon 

meeting, including with 

Westminster City 

Council’s tree surgeons

• 4 new jobs created

Fallen and Felled

Reclaimed fallen trees



CASE STUDY
Localised grants in Islington

221

Highlights

• £140,000 to small and micro-businesses

• 24 grantees from a pool of 71, with a competitive 

selection process

• 50% grantees were new to the circular economy

• 39% based in Islington Council’s priority wards for 

deprivation



• 1000+ single wine 

bottles avoided

• 14+ other local 

businesses engaged

Top Cuvée

Refillable wine



CASE STUDY 
Love Not Landfill
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Multi award-winning campaign aiming to encourage 16-24 

years old fast fashion fans to buy second-hand, swap, 

recycle and give to charity.

Highlights

• Combined following of 10,000+ on own social 

media channel

• Attracted 9,000+ people to our events

• Partnered with influential brands, including Top 

Shop, depop, Contiki, Vanish and Westfield

• Support of high-profile celebrities and 

influencers
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Our resources for local authorities



Circular Economy Matchmaker

Discover innovative businesses 

with circular solutions to 

match your needs.

CEmatchmaker.com



The Academy 

Who we’ve worked with so far 

Circular Economy 101 
for CEOs, Members and 

Directors 

Circular Economy 

action plan workshop
for engagement across 

departments

Circular procurement
for procurement officers and 

any officers involved in 

procurement

1 2 3



An opportunity to share 
knowledge and collaborate.

Already 25 local authorities 
signed up !

Next meeting next week: 
March 8th

Contact 
Rachel.singer@relondon.gov.uk
if you’re interested to join

UK Circular Local 
Authorities 
Network

mailto:Rachel.singer@relondon.gov.uk


relondon.gov.uk

Thank you

Pauline Metivier

@ReLondon_uk

/company/relondonuk

Head of Business and Sector Support

pauline.metivier@relondon.gov.uk

mailto:pauline.metivier@relondon.gov.uk




Partnership



External Partners

AND MANY MORE…




