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Back to 1988…
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RECYCLE! RECYCLE! RECYCLE!



https://www.theguardian.com/media/gallery/2008/nov/06/blue-peter-appeals-bbc
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RECYCLE! RECYCLE! RECYCLE!



This is not 
‘sustainable’





How our 
language 
shifted… 



How our 
language 
shifted… 





School of Engineering 

and Informatics - BSc 

Product Design



“80% of a 
products 
environmental 
impact is decided 
at design stage”



‘The Role of Design 
in the Circular 
Economy’ 
BSc Product Design 
University of Sussex 
(since 2014)



https://eu.patagonia.com/gb/en/stories/dont-buy-this-jacket-black-friday-and-the-new-york-times/story-18615.html

https://eu.patagonia.com/gb/en/stories/dont-buy-this-jacket-black-friday-and-the-new-york-times/story-18615.html


https://loopstore.co.uk
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https://www.fairphone.com/en/
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https://www.standard.co.uk/homesandproperty/interiors/ikea-buy-back-scheme-swap-old-desks-tables-vouchers-b933208.html

https://www.ikea.com/gb/en/customer-service/services/buy-

back-pubc644de60

https://www.standard.co.uk/homesandproperty/interiors/ikea-buy-back-scheme-swap-old-desks-tables-vouchers-b933208.html
https://www.ikea.com/gb/en/customer-service/services/buy-back-pubc644de60
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They were meeting me further up 
the mountain to begin with. 



Why?



- Social media
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- Social media
- School strikes
- Peer to peer education
- Brands becoming 

more ‘eco’
- Concern for their 

future…
- And from some –a 

more integrated and 
holistic, earlier 
environmental 
education. 





- Talks

- Workshops

- Activities

- Pledges

- Projects

- Beach cleans…



(images courtesy of homeschool project leader Henry T)



Imagine if we could 
empower ALL ages 

with circularity 
knowledge – and not 

just the lucky few?



Circular Schools Project -
Five focus areas in 4 
Schools, covering:

- Textiles
- Technology
- Food
- Composting
- Plastics

258+ students engaged

BLUEPRINT Brighton + Hove Pt1



Textiles sessions with 

textiles reuse and repair 

organisation Sew Fabulous 

with talk delivered by 

circular textiles business 

RubyMoon delivered to 

Year 9 students 

TEXTILES…



PLASTICS… 

- where does it come from?
- types of plastic
- hidden plastics
- microplastics
- issues with recycling (like colours)
- different types of reusables 



PLASTICS… 

- where does it come from?
- types of plastic
- hidden plastics
- microplastics
- issues with recycling (like colours)
- different types of reusables 



Hierarchy of actions 
as it relates to 
plastic (and the 
wider circular 
economy)

Most preferable 

Least preferable 



What’s next?



- BLUE PRINT Brighton + 
Hove Pt2 (schools tba)
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- BLUE PRINT Brighton + 
Hove Pt2 (schools tba)

- Creation of an online 
resource for schools 
(activities, video 
introductions to 
subjects, suggested 
projects)  

- Interactive play to 
generate data week to 
week

- Same key areas as Pt1 
(tech / textiles / food / 
plastic - tbc)

- Multiple levels for 
activities based on 
experience, not ages







Keep in touch!
And any 

questions? 

www.clairepotterdesign.com

www.sussex.ac.uk 

www.onecircular.world

claire@clairepotterdesign.com / cp303@sussex.ac.uk

@clairepotterdesign / @onecircularworld

@clairejpotter

http://www.clairepotterdesign.comwww.onecircular.world/
http://www.clairepotterdesign.comwww.onecircular.world/
http://www.onecircular.world/
mailto:claire@clairepotterdesign.com
mailto:cp303@sussex.ac.uk


Empowering young people for a 

plastic waste free future 

Sarah Duffy, Project Manager





Today, our world already

creates 220 million tons of 

plastic waste every year.

• 45% is landfilled or incinerated

• 15% is recycled.

• 40% ends up in our environment.

The good news? 

We already have the solutions. 



Ella & Amy Meek, Kids Against Plastic



Learn about plastic and 

engage the whole school 

community in the Plastic 

Clever journey.

Deliver school-wide campaigns to 
help the
school and local community wave 
goodbye to
single use plastic.

Complete our Plastic Clever 
Schools audit to understand 

the problem and bring the 
right people together to solve 

it.



• Raise awareness about our mission 
to become a Plastic Clever School 
(for example – host an assembly, 
send out a newsletter, create a 
plastic clever schools wall.

• Host a litter pick at your school

• Make a video to share why 
your excited about becoming 
a Plastic Clever School



• Complete our Plastic Clever 
Schools audit

• Create an action plan



• Run a campaign to tackle at least 2 

problem plastics in your school

• Share photo evidence 

• Create a celebration video



There are more than 
32,000 schools and over 
10 million students across 
the UK



Tell everyone!

Keen to engage schools in your community?

Download our comms pack here: 
CommonSeas.com/programmes/
ocean-plastics-academy

Educator or school staff?

Sign up!  plasticcleverschools.co.uk

Everyone!

Share Plastic Clever Schools far and wide!
@CommonSeas #PlasticCleverSchools



Sign up via the link in 
the chat



Get in touch via sarah@commonseas.com

Follow us on social media 

@CommonSeas

Plastic Clever Schools

mailto:sarah@commonseas.com
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IT Reuse Project 
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Academic Staff – 4,832 (FTE 2020)

Administrative staff – 4,247 (FTE 2020)

Students – 35,375 (FTE 2020)

All Desktops and laptops are supported centrally by central IS 

4-6 Year cycle policy for security.

Computing labs make up a large number of supported desktops 

Average Number of devices in a College 900, including Staff devices.

Overview of IT at Edinburgh University 
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Why is sustainable IT important ?

Emery consumption of Devices  - With around 900 devices per a college this scales up rather quickly.

With the 4-6 year replacement cycle of devices, this adds a substantial amount to the waste stream. 

Conflict minerals within Devices.

Social divide to access to IT services.

Carbon footprint of purchasing  new equipment and packaging .



edinburghsustainability uoe_sustainability edsust

Current initiatives 

Founding member of Electronics watch 

Make ICT Fair Project  

One Device Policy 

Sustainable IT Policy 

IT Reuse Project 

Community engagement 



edinburghsustainability uoe_sustainability edsust

IT Reuse Project 
Reuse of Devices that are cycled out of the supported devices list 

Provide data destruction services 

Provide Upgrade services 

All systems that can not be reused internally are donated to Community partners 

Total Reused Desktops/Laptops – 4518  
Cash Saving £533,429

Schools and lower income families.

Reuse Portal - Warp It 
CO2e – 1210637 (KG)
Waste Avoided – 82629 (KG)
Total Cash Savings – 1109114 (£)
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Questions?
Bradley.Richards@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/sustainability

EdSust

EdinburghSustainability

UoE_Sustainability






